IN THE CLAIMS 

Please enter the indicated Amendments and Allow the resulting 
Claims . 



1. (currently amended): A chain saw comprising a-metor-tnside-a 
housing, a-eutter-previding-ehain-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters , and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 
sa td -motor -and -eha in -saw -eha tn -be tng -£- unet tonally - tnter-eenneeted - 
tns tde -sa td -heus tng -sueh -that -opera t ten -of- -sa td -meter- -applies - 
metten-preduetng-feree-te-satd-ehatn-saw-ehatn; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted., such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do so by -operation -of -said -meter, said elongated support being 
slit in a longitudinal direction as -s-atd -eha tn -saw -la-v tewed -in 
a- Me -elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and 
below the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at 
at-least at-one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, 
said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby the causing ef-a 
JU stretehing 1, -ef-the-ehain-saw-ehai:n7-s«eh-that-when-sa4d 
stretehing-is-appropriatej-the-ehain-saw-eha-in-is-properiy 
tensiened-to-faeilitate-metion tensioning of said eha4n-saw 
chain . 



2. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 1, in which said 
elongated support is caused to be in an offset normally open 



position, from one side of said longitudinal slit to the other, 
unless a user causes it to be closed by operation of an a control 
means. 

3. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 1, in which said 
elongated support is caused to be in a normally closed 
position, from one side of said longitudinal slit to the other, 
unless a user causes it to be separated by operation of an a 
control means. 

4. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 2, in which the control 
means is external to the longitudinal slit. 

5. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 2, in which the control 
means is internal to the longitudinal slit. 

6. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 3, in which the control 
means is external to the longitudinal slit. 

7. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 3, in which the control 
means is internal to the longitudinal slit. 

8. (presently amended): A chain saw comprising a housing and an 
elonqated support extending outward from inside said housing, 
said elongated support having a longitudinally oriented slit 
therein as-said-ehain-saw-is-viewed-in-s-ide-elevat-ieft, said 
elongated longitudinal slit enabling the upper and lower portions 
above and below the said longitudinal slit to be separated from 
one another at-at least at one location along the longitudinal 
extent thereof. 

9. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain, comprising the steps of: 
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a. providing a chain saw comprising a motor inside a housing, 
a cutter providing chain saw chain comprised of links which 
include chain link mating elements, and an elongated support 
extending outward from inside said housing, said motor and chain 
saw chain being functionally interconnected inside said housing 
such that operation of said motor applies motion producing force 
to said chain saw chain; in the outer surface of said elongated 
support there being present a continuous chain channel guide into 
which said chain link mating elements slideably insert, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide 
when forced to do so by operation of said motor, said continuous 
chain channel elongated support having a longitudinally oriented 
longitudinal slit therein as said chain saw is viewed in side 
elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and below 
the longitudinal can be separated from one another at at least 
one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby the causing of a 
"stretching" of the chain saw chain, such that when said 
stretching is appropriate, the chain saw chain is properly 
tensioned to facilitate motion of said chain saw chain; 

b. causing said upper and lower portions of said elongated 
support to be appropriately separated from one another, such that 
slideability of said chain saw blade in said continuous chain 
channel guide is optimized; 

c. causing said motor to force said chain saw chain to slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide by 
application of force thereto by said motor. 

10. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof, comprising 
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the steps of: 

a. providing a chain saw comprising a motor inside a housing, 
a cutter providing chain saw chain comprised of links which 
include chain link mating elements, and an elongated support 
extending outward from inside said housing, said motor and chain 
saw chain being functionally interconnected inside said housing 
such that operation of said motor applies motion producing force 
to said chain saw chain; in the outer surface of said elongated 
support there being present a continuous chain channel guide into 
which said chain link mating elements slideably insert, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide 
when forced to do so by operation of said motor; 

said chain saw further comprising, in the elongated support, a 
slit in a longitudinal direction as said chain saw is viewed in 
side elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and 
below the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at 
at least one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby the causing of a 
"stretching" of the chain saw chain, such that when said 
stretching is appropriate, the chain saw chain is properly 
tensioned to facilitate motion of said chain saw chain; 

b. causing said motor to force said chain saw chain to slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide by 
application of force thereto by said motor; 

c. adjusting the distance between the upper and lower 
portions above and below the longitudinal slit to brake the chain 
saw chain motion. 
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11. (currently amended): A chain saw comprising a-meter-i-nstde a 
housing, a eufefeeaf-previding-ehain-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters, and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 

3a j_4 _ met e r -and -eha t n -saw -eha am -be tng - £ unet tena ity-irntereenneeted- 
ims tde -sa td -heus amg -sueh -tha t -eper-at ten -e£ -sa td» -Rtefedt -appt tes 
motten-pteduetng-foifee-ta-aai-^-ehatn-saw-ehaarn; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted, such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do so by-eperatteft-ef-satd-meter, said continuous chain channel 
guide having a lateral slit present therein which allows 
effecting an offset of said continuous chain channel guide 
thereacross £ rem -one -s tde -of -»a ±€t -lateral- -s-l tt -to -the -ether 7 - 
and/or -£r em -the -t ep - 1 e -be t t em -thereof -said o f f s e 1 7 -when -present T - 
serving to impede the slideability of chain link mating elements 
across said lateral slit; 

the improvement being that said elongated support is slit in a 
longitudinal direction as-said-eha-in-saw-4s-viewed-4n-side 
elevat±en 7 such that the upper and lower portions above and below 
the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support at-at least at. one location 
along the longitudinal extent thereof, thereby the causing ef-a 
"sferetehing^-ef-the-ehain-saw-ehainT-sueh-that-when-said 
strefeehing-is-apprepriate 7 -the-ehain-saw-eha4n-is-preperiy 
tens«iened-te-f aei iitafee-metien tesioning of said ehain-saw chain. 

12. (presently amended): A chain saw as in Claim 11, in which 
said continuous chain channel guide is eaused-te-be in an offset 
position 7 from one side of said lateral slit to the other— 
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unless-a-user-eattses-ife-te-be-aligned-by-epeifatien-ef ~an^ 

ptevid±flg~a-ehain-saw-wh4eh-iffipedesr%he-3i4deab4ii%y-ei-eha±fi- 
link-ma%ing-elemen%9-aeafess-said-iate^ai-si-it-«fitii-desi^ed"by-a~ 

user . 

13 • (canceled ) : 

1.4. (presently amended): A chain saw as in Claim 11, which 
further comprises a second lateral slit in said continuous chain 
channel guide which allows effecting an offset of said continuous 
chain channel guide thereacross £reffi-ene--&irde-e£ -s-a-i-d-aeeend 
laterai-slit-fee-the-ethe* . 

15. (presently amended): A chain saw as in Claim 14, in which 
said continuous chain channel guide is eaased-te-be in an offset 
position across said second lateral slit y-f rem-ene-stde-af -saird- 
seeend-lafeeral-slit-fee-the-efehery-unless-a-user-eauses-it-fee-be- 
aligned-by-eperafeien-e£ -an-a-seeend-eent±n«e«s-ehaifi-ehannei~ 
guide-al±gnment-ffleans7~fehereby~previd±ng-a~ehain--saw--wh±eh- 
±mpede3~fehe-3lideab±l±fey-of-eha±n-l±nk-mating"elements-"ae3fess- 
said-lafeerat-sl±t-unt±t-desired-by-a-user . 

16 . (canceled ) : 

17. (canceled) : 

18 . (canceled) : 

19. (presently amended): A chain saw comprising a-mefeor--tn&±-de a 
housing, a eufefeer-prev-id±ft§-eha±n-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters , and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 

aa td -motor- -and -eha tn -saw -eha fcn -be tng - £ tmet tonally - tntereermeefeed- 
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ins tde -sa id -he»s ing -sueh -that -eperafe ten -e § -&a id -meter- -applies 
metien-predtteing-feree-fee-said-ehain-aaw-ehain; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements slideably insert, such that during normal operation said 
chain link mating elements slide essentially freely through said 
continuous chain channel guide when forced to do so by-eper-afeien 
ef-said-meter , said continuous chain channel guide having means 
present therein which allows effeeting -an- impeded -ehain-ehannei 
guMe r -»a!rd-meana-whteh-a3:lrews-ef§eetirng-an-tmpeded-ehairn-ehannel 
g»ide-s-eFving-te T -when -operated —impede- impeding the 
slideability of a chain saw chain in said continuous chain 
channel guide; 

the improvement being that said elongated support is slit in a 
longitudinal direction as-said-ehain-saw-is- viewed- viewed-in-side 
eievatien, such that the upper and lower portions above and below 
the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support afe-at least at_ one location 
along the longitudinal extent thereof, thereby the causing e£-a 
*stre%ehing*-ef-the-ehain-saw-ehain7-s«eh-that- when-said 
stretehing-is-app*epria%e 7 -fche-ehain-saw-ehain-is-preperiy 
tensiened-te-£aeilitate-metien tensioning of said ehain-saw 
chain. 

20, (original): A chain saw as in Claim 19 wherein said means 
which allows effecting an impeded chain channel guide comprises 
at least one lateral slit laterally thereacross. 

21. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 19 wherein said means 
which allows effecting an impeded chain channel guide comprises 
at least one collapsible region. 
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22. (withdrawn): A chain saw as in Claim 19 wherein said means 
which allows effecting an impeded chain channel guide comprises 
at least one insertional element which is entered thereinto 
through a means for entering an insertional element. 

23. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof, comprising 
the steps of: 

a. providing a chain saw comprising a motor inside a housing, 
a cutter providing chain saw chain comprised of links which 
include chain link mating elements, and an elongated support 
extending outward from inside said housing, said motor and chain 
saw chain being functionally interconnected inside said housing 
such that operation of said motor applies motion producing force 
to said chain saw chain; in the outer surface of said elongated 
support there being present a continuous chain channel guide into 
which said chain link mating elements slideably insert, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide 
when forced to do so by operation of said motor, said continuous 
chain channel guide having means present therein which allows 
effecting an impeded chain channel guide/ said means which allows 
effecting an impeded chain channel guide, serving to, when 
operated, impede the slideability of chain link mating elements 
thereacross; 

said chain saw further comprising, in the elongated support, a 
slit in a longitudinal direction as said chain saw is viewed in 
side elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and 
below the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at 
at least one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby the causing of a 
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"stretching" of the chain saw chain, such that when said 
stretching is appropriate, the chain saw chain is properly 
tensioned to facilitate motion of said chain saw chain; 

b. adjusting the distance between the upper and lower 
portions above and below the longitudinal slit to provide desired 
tensioning in the chain saw chain; 

c. causing an unimpeded continuous chain channel guide from 
one side of said means present therein which allows effecting an 
impeded chain channel guide from one side thereof 

to the other, and causing said motor to force said chain saw 
chain to slide essentially freely through said continuous chain 
channel guide by application of force thereto by said motor; 

d. causing said means which allows effecting an impeded chain 
channel guide, to be operated and effect impedance of said chain 
channel guide, said means which allows effecting an impeded chain 
channel guide serving to impede the slideability of said chain 
saw chain in said continuous chain channel guide. 

24. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof as in Claim 
23, wherein the step of providing a chain saw with a means 
present therein which allows effecting an impeded chain channel 
guide involves providing a continuous chain channel guide into 
which is cut a slit laterally thereacross. 

25. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof as in Claim 
23, wherein the step of providing a chain saw with a means 
present therein which allows effecting an impeded chain channel 
guide involves providing a continuous chain channel guide in 
which is present a means for collapsing thereof. 
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26. (withdrawn): A method operating a chain including causing 
motion of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof as in Claim 
23, wherein the step of providing a chain saw with a means 
present therein which allows effecting an impeded chain channel 
guide, involves providing a continuous chain channel guide in 
which is present a means for entering an insertional element 
thereinto . 

27. (presently amended): A chain saw comprising a meter -inside -a 
housing, a eutter-previding-ehain-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters ,, and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 

sa td -me t er -and -eha in -saw -eha in -be ing - §»ne t iena 1 iy - in fcereenneeted 
in&ide-said-hettsing-s»eh-fchat-epera^^ 

metten-p^odttetng-fer-ee-te-satd-eha5rn-saw--ehatn; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted, such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do se-by-eperafeien-ef -said-meter, said continuous chain channel 
guide having a lateral slit present therein which can be caused 
to effect an offset of said continuous chain channel guide 
thereacross ; as -v tewed - in -s ide -e leva fc ien r -the -top -e f- -sa id -lafeera-l- 
si it -fee -the -bettem -thereof -and/or -as -viewed -trem -the -tep r 
ene-side-ef-said-laterat-siit-fee-fehe-eth^ 

said elongated support being slit in a longitudinal direction 
such that upper and lower portions above and below the 
longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at least at 
one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby tensio ning of said 
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chain . 

28. (new): A chain saw as in Claim 1 which further comprises at 
least one lateral slit in said continuous chain channel guide. 

29. (new): A method operating a chain including causing motion 
of a chain saw chain, comprising the steps of: 

a. providing a chain saw comprising a housing, a chain 
comprised of links which include chain link mating elements and 
cutters, and an elongated support extending outward from inside 
said housing; in the outer surface of said elongated support 
there being present a continuous chain channel guide into which 
said chain link mating elements are slideably inserted, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide, 
said continuous chain channel elongated support having a 
longitudinally oriented longitudinal slit therein, such that 
upper and lower portions above and below the longitudinal slit 
can be separated from one another along the longitudinal extent 
thereof, said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper 
and lower portions of said elongated support, thereby causing 
tensioning of the chain; 

b. causing said upper and lower portions of said elongated 
support to be appropriately separated from one another, such that 
slideability of said chain in said continuous chain channel guide 
is optimized; 

c. causing said chain saw chain to slide essentially freely 
through said continuous chain channel guide. 

30. (new): A method operating a chain including causing motion 
of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof, comprising the 
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steps of: 



a. providing a chain saw comprising a housing, a chain 
comprised of links which include chain link mating elements and 
cutters, and an elongated support extending outward from inside 
said housing; in the outer surface of said elongated support 
there being present a continuous chain channel guide into which 
said chain link mating elements slideably insert, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide 
when forced to do so; 

said chain saw further comprising, in the elongated support, a 
slit in a longitudinal direction, such that upper and lower 
portions above and below the longitudinal slit can be separated 
from one another at least at one location along the longitudinal 
extent thereof, said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the 
upper and lower portions of said elongated support, thereby 
effecting braking of said chain; 

b. causing said chain saw chain to slide essentially freely 
through said continuous chain channel guide; 

c. adjusting the distance between the upper and lower 
portions above and below the longitudinal slit to brake the chain 
saw chain motion. 




It is now believed that the Pending Claims are in order for 
Allowance, and the Examienr is therefore respectfully requested 
to provide Notice of Allownace. Should problems remain, please 
contact Attorney Welch who is open to Examiner suggestion and 
Amendment. . 




JW/hs 
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